WATER RESOURCES ASSOCIATION OF YOLO COUNTY
34274 State Highway 16, Woodland, CA 95695
Phone: (530) 666-2733
Email: info@yolowra.org
Website: www.yolowra.org

Technical Committee Meeting
May 2, 2019, 9 am – 10:30 am
Winters Community Center, 201 Railroad Ave., Winters

AGENDA
1.

Call to Order & Introductions

2.

Approve Agenda and Adding Items to the Posted Agenda: In order to add an item to the agenda, it must
fit into one of the following categories: a) A majority determination that an emergency (as defined by the Brown Act) exists; or b) A 4/5ths
determination that the need to take action that arose subsequent to the agenda being posted.

3.

Approval of Technical Committee (TC) Minutes: February 7, 2019 meeting minutes (attached) will be
approved by consensus through email communications. Please comment by 5/3/19, pages 2 – 6

4.

Public Comment: The public may address the Committee relating to matters within the WRA’s jurisdiction.

5.

PROJECT TOUR: Winters Putah Creek Nature Park, Channel Re-alignment, page 7
Rich Marovich, Stream Keeper, Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee

6.

Next TC Meeting Date: (Note date) Thursday, July 11, 2019, LOCATION: YCFC&WCD,
Woodland.

7.

Adjourn

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing agenda for the May 2, 2019 meeting of the Technical Committee for the Water Resources
Association of Yolo County was posted by April 26, 2019 at the office located at 34274 State Highway 16, Woodland, CA and was available to the
public during normal business hours.
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MINUTES of Technical Committee (TC) Meeting
Water Resources Association of Yolo County
February 7, 2019, 9:00 ‐ 10:30 a.m.

DRAFT
Committee Members:
Elisa Sabatini, Yolo County, TC Chair
Barrett Kaasa, DWR
Jeanette Wrysinski, Yolo County RCD
Bill Vanderwaal, RD 108 & Dunnigan Water Dist.
Donna Gentile, WRA
Other Attendees:
John McKean
Member Agencies Absent:
RD 2035
City of Woodland
UC Davis

Kristin Sicke, YCFC&WCD
Tim O’Halloran, YCFC&WCD
Max Stevenson, YCFC&WCD
Dawn Calciano, City of Davis

City of West Sacramento
City of Winters

1. CALL TO ORDER & Introductions at 9:08 a.m. by Elisa Sabatini, Chair.
2. APPROVAL AGENDA & Adding Items to Posted Agenda: The agenda was approved.
3. APPROVE TC MEETING MINUTES: Previous meeting minutes emailed to the TC for review with
today’s agenda. Comments on the draft 12/6/18 minutes are due by 2/8/19 and will be approved
by consensus.
4. PUBLIC COMMENT: John McKean inquired about the status of the State’s Water Fix program. It is
still a viable project and is estimated to cost between $15‐20 billion over ~11 years.
5. DISCUSS NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIR FOR 2019: In the past this
appointment has been part of the Board’s annual officer elections, however, the WRA’s bylaws
state that the TC should appoint a chair person at their first annual meeting. Tim O’Halloran
nominated Elisa. Elisa proposed that Max Stevenson co‐chair the Committee with her for instances
when she is unavailable to attend the meeting. Tim amended his nomination to appoint Elisa and
Max as TC co‐chairs. Dawn Calciano seconded the motion and was approved unanimously.
6. CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF WATER RESOURCES (DWR) Update: Barrett Kaasa, gave an update on DWR
topics and answered questions. His summary notes are included with these minutes. Barrett
circulated a map of the DWR’s 2017 Sacramento Valley Subsidence Network Survey just released:
https://water.ca.gov/News/News‐Releases/2019/January/Survey‐Shows‐Areas‐of‐Land‐Subsidence.
Jeanette Wrysinski inquired about DWR’s Disadvantage Community (DAC) mapping tool on their
website (https://water.ca.gov/Work‐With‐Us/Grants‐And‐Loans/Mapping‐Tools) and using this data
with other agencies outside DWR for grant application purposes. Other TC member shared their
experiences with defining DACs for accessing funding opportunities. Max inquired about internal
broken links to DWR within the Groundwater Information Center. Barrett suggested submitting an
inquiry to the webmaster with the issues experienced.
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DRAFT
7. FUNDING UPDATES:
Yolo County:
 Elisa reported that Yolo County submitted two applications on behalf of the community of
Madison to the California Office of Emergency Services for flood hazard mitigation and pre‐
disaster mitigation funding. The County is seeking additional funding to identify projects to
decrease flood risk. The most recent storm was the equivalent of a 3‐year storm event (3” of rain
within 24 hours) and eight homes flood in Madison.
 Earlier this week the County issued a Request for Proposals for Off‐Highway Vehicle (OHV) park
planning and siting services to support funding a March project application to California
Department of Parks & Recreation. Elisa elaborated on two scenarios being considered.
Yolo County Resource Conservation District (RCD):
 The Yolo County RCD has received grant funding from the California Department of Food &
Agriculture (CDFA) Healthy Soils Program. Jeanette informed they currently have a demonstration
project in Western Yolo county: http://www.yolorcd.org/nodes/programs/healthy_soils.htm.
The RCD has funding to provide technical assistance to landowners who are interested in applying
for implementation planning funds. The applications are due by March 8th. She also mentioned a
demonstration project that they are hoping to fund for Reclamation District 999 to mitigate for
ground erosion.
 The RCD’s 2‐year planning grant project for arrundo eradication throughout Yolo county is
progressing. They have received the first draft of the initial CEQA study and has begun
preparation of outreach materials for landowners.
8. WATER LEGISLATION, REGULATORY ISSUES & DELTA UPDATE:
Tim O’Halloran reported on some of NCWA’s current advocacy efforts related to key water issues for
our region: March 1st is the deadline for Sacramento River Basin voluntary agreements to
implement water quality objectives in the State Water Board’s Water Quality Control Plan;
continues to promote a comprehensive policy approach to address safe drinking water and monitor
the proposed drinking water “tax” bill. Tim reviewed the new appointments pending at the State
Board. Kristin Sicke reported the legislature is still working on bill language for expedited
groundwater recharge permitting (previously Arambula’s bill). Tim attended a Public Policy
Institute of California meeting and summarized discussions regarding legislative leadership in 2019.
9. UPDATE on YOLO SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER AGENCY (YSGA) & Working Group Activities:
Kristin Sicke reported on recent activities. Tim and Tom Barth both attended an outreach meeting
with the Capay Valley Groundwater Users in Guinda to answer questions and get feedback on how
to address hydro‐geologically different areas within the same subbasin. Kristin met with GEI
Consulants to review their communications portal. A YSGA Working Group meeting will be
scheduled soon to start tasks for 2019.
10. REGIONAL PROJECT UPDATES:
a) Westside‐Sacramento Regional Water Management Group Coordinating Committee (CC)
Activities: Jeanette Wrysinski reported the Westside CC adopted the IRWMP 2018 Update
(which includes the Storm Water Resources Plan) in January 2019. Next the 2018 Update will
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DRAFT
be submitted to DWR for their review. The Update needs to be reviewed and approved by
DWR before executing a Proposition 1 implementation grant contract, however, we are now
eligible to apply for this funding. Each Westside MOU entity needs to approve the update as
well. The WRA Board is scheduled to approve it at their March meeting. Elisa informed that
the Yolo County Board of Supervisors requested an informational presentation on the SWRP
projects in March. She will coordinate this presentation with Kristin. In 2017, the County
received Rural Initiatives grant funds for Madison. The funds were used to hire a firm to
evaluate the community’s entire drinking water system and they just received the final report.
Essentially the entire system’s infrastructure is outdated and needs to be re‐built at a cost
estimated to be $6.6 million. If Madison qualifies as a DAC for grant funding, then the cost
share would be 10%.
b) Roundtable of Regions (RR) Update: Jeanette reported that the RR has been very active in the
California Water Plan update , which has not yet been finalized. Many parts of the plan were
shortened and they are working to strengthen the IRWM sections again. Two veteran RR co‐
coordinators are leaving and the group is canvassing the regions for funding to support hiring
new Statewide coordinators. She gave a brief update on the Proposition 1 funding related to
identifying DACs in the watershed. Discussions are ongoing with all the regions regarding
Proposition 1 readiness and how they would like to divvy up the funding rounds.
c) Lower Elkhorn Basin Setback Levee Update (Yolo Bypass Expansion): Elisa asked to postpone
this update until the next TC meeting.
11. MEMBER INFORMATION & FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – No information presented.
Future Agenda Items Suggested:
 River Garden Farm (RD 787) Floodplain Restoration Project Tour (will request for April 2019)
 RD 108’s Flow Meter Program (can give update in April 2019)
 City of Davis AquaHawk software presentation (launched ~August/September 2018)
 SEI Update on WEAP model
 Tour of RD 2035 Joint Intake facility
 Putah Creek Project, Winters tour re‐visit after Phase 3 (Rich Marovich)
12. NEXT REGULAR TC MEETING DATE: April 4, 2019, 9 to 10:30 am
13. ADJOURN at 10:10 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna L. Gentile
WRA Administrative Coordinator & Board Secretary
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California Department of Water Resources
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
North Central Region Office
Prepared for Yolo WRA Technical Committee Meeting,
Thursday, February 7, 2019.
North Central Regional Office Contact:
Barrett Kaasa, Senior Engineering Geologist
E-mail: bkaasa@water.ca.gov
Phone: (916) 376-9618

Office Address:
3500 Industrial Blvd, Room 131
West Sacramento, CA 95691
Office Phone: (916) 376-9600

A. Prop 1 Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant Program

DWR Financial Assistance Branch (https://water.ca.gov/Work-With-Us/Grants-And-Loans)
→ Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant Program
Program Website: https://water.ca.gov/Work-With-Us/Grants-And-Loans/Sustainable-Groundwater
- Yolo’s grant agreement has been finalized, and the kickoff meeting is complete
- Yolo has up to 4 months from the execution date (11/21/2018) to submit the first invoice (by
3/21/2019), then all subsequent invoices will be on a quarterly schedule
→ Prop 68 SGW Funding
- A new round of funding will be available for GSP related work (~$46m), with funding available for the
following priorities:
- 1) Basins that have not received any GSP funding yet
- 2) Basins that have received funding, but need additional funding to complete their GSPs
- 3) SDAC implementation projects
- In 2020 ~$100m in additional funding will be available for implementation projects
- Draft guidelines and PSP expected this spring.
→ IRWM Implementation Grants
Program Website: https://water.ca.gov/Work-With-Us/Grants-And-Loans/IRWM-Grant-Programs
- Draft PSP released, public comment period closes December 14th.
- $194 million awarded this round - ~ 12.8 million/1.3 million for Sacramento River funding area/DACs
- 50% cost share with cost share waivers depending on percent of EDA/DAC benefit by geographic area
or population.
- Final PSP expected early 2019, with applications being accepted in April
Groundwater Planning Grant Program Contact:
Chelsea Spier
E-mail: Chelsea.Spier@water.ca.gov
Phone: (916) 376-9626

B. Sustainable Groundwater Management (SGM) Updates

DWR Sustainable Groundwater Management Branch (water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm)
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SGM Mailing List Subscription: water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/subscribe.cfm
→ GSA Forum
- DWR is hosting a GSA Forum on March 21, 2019.
- Two panel discussions, up to 5 GSAs each with a DWR moderator.
- Yolo will be one of the panelists?
→ SGMA Technical Support Services
- DWR is currently working with Yolo on the TSS agreement
- Once the agreement is finalized DWR will work with Yolo and the Subcontractor to schedule the work.
TSS Coordinator:
Bryce Russell
E-mail: Bryce.Russell@water.ca.gov
Phone: (916) 376-9620
→ Basin Boundary Modifications
- http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm
- Draft recommendations for approved Basin boundary modifications were released on Nov. 29th.
- Yolo’s modification request has been tentatively approved (this modification incorporates RD 150, 999,
and 307 into the Yolo Subbasin)
- The public comment period closed on January 4th ~ Yolo only had comments in support of modification
- Water Commission meeting was on January 16th
- DWR will release the final basin Mods in February.
BBM Project Manager:
Dane Mathis
Dane.Mathis@water.ca.gov
(559) 230-3354
→ Basin Boundary Reprioritization
- https://www.water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Basin-Prioritization
- The final Basin prioritization results were release January 4th for basins without modifications (only one
basin statewide moved from L/VL to M/H)
- 59 basins with potential modifications will be reprioritized after final BBM results are released
- Final prioritization for those 59 basins is expected in late spring 2019
- Some basins with grant funding reprioritized from Med/High to Low – funding may go back into pool
for future solicitations
→ Alternative Plans
- Final review expected to be completed in early 2019 – Not before mid march
→ 2017 Sacramento Valley Subsidence Report
- Final report available online: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Data-andTools
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WRA Technical Committee
May 2, 2019
Tour of Winters Putah Creek Nature Park
Channel Realignment Project

The Winters Putah Creek Nature Park (Winters Car Bridge to Highway 505) Channel Realignment
Project is an example of reconciling channel form to current, post Monticello Dam flows. The
channel was formed by pre-dam flows and further modified by gravel extraction, construction of a
percolation dam (200 feet upstream of the south bank terrace) and sewage aeration ponds (in the
central south bank terrace). The starting condition of the channel was a nearly continuous overly
wide and deep pool (former gravel pit) that lacked natural meander form, pool-riffle sequence and
floodplains. It was overgrown with invasive weeds, especially Himalayan blackberry, eucalyptus,
arundo and ailanthus. We removed the percolation dam in 2009. In 2011, we narrowed the
channel from 60-150 feet to a width of 30 feet and we constructed riffles at 200 foot intervals (1/2
meander wavelength). The narrower channel reduced the surface area exposed to solar radiation
and thermal exchange with the air evidently resulting in cooler water temperatures that extended
the range of rainbow trout an additional six miles further downstream in the summer. In 2014,
Chinook salmon spawned in a constructed riffle beneath the Winters Car Bridge in what was
formerly a 60 foot wide and 12 foot deep pool. Gravels from Dry Creek are at last poised to enter
the park, providing a perpetual source of gravel replenishment.
Rich Marovich, Streamkeeper, Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee, rmarovich@scwa2.com 530.902.1794

7

