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Executive Summary
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Goal 4: Promote statewide water conservation, efficiency, and
sustainable use

Strategy 4.1: Reduce urban, residential, industrial, and agricultural water demand through
improved water use efficiency and conservation, starting by achieving a statewide 20 percent
per capita reduction in water use by 2020.

Action 4.1.1: Improve statewide water use efficiency and conservation.

Action 4.1.2: Reduce urban per-capita water demand through specific recommended
actions.

Action 4.1.3: Ensure the most efficient use of water in agriculture.
Strategy 4.2: Increase reliability through diverse regional water supply portfolios.

Action 4.2.1: Modify the Water Recycling Act of 1991 to add a statewide target to
recycle on the order of 1.5 million acre-feet of water annually by 2020.

Action 4.2.2: Enact legislation now to encourage local water agencies to at least
triple the current statewide capacity for generating new water supplies through ocean
and brackish water desalination by 2020.

Action 4.2.3: Request that the State Water Resources Control Board set goals by
2015 for infiltration and direct use of urban storm water runoff throughout the Delta
watershed and its export areas.

Action 4.2.4: Request agencies to ensure that accurate and timely information is
collected and reported on all surface water and groundwater diversions in California
by 2012.

Action 4.2.5; Require that all water purveyors develop an integrated contingency
plan by 2015 in case of Delta water supply curtailments or drought,

Action 4.2.6: Establish a regulatory framework that encourages efficient and
integrated management of water resources at local, regional, and statewide levels,
with a focus on specific actions.
Goal 5: Build facilities to improve the existing water
conveyance system and expand statewide storage, and operate
both to achieve the co-equal goals

Strategy 5.1: Expand options for water conveyance, storage, and improved reservoir
operations.

Action 5.1.1: Direct the Department of Water Resources and other allied agencies to
further investigate the feasibility of a dual conveyance facility, building upon the
Bay-Delta Conservation Plan effort.
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Action 5.1.2: Direct the Department of Water Resources, the Department of Fish and
Game, and other allied agencies to recommend the size and location of new storage
and conveyance facilities by the end of 2010. Develop a long-term action plan to
guide design, construction, and operation, and present the recommendation and plan
to the California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council for a consistency determination.

Action 5.1.3: Complete substantial development and construction of new surface and
groundwater storage and associated conveyance facilities by 2020, with the goal of
completing all planned facilities by 2030.

Strategy 3.2: Integrate Central Valley flood management with water supply planning.

Action 5.2.1: Change the operating rules of existing reservoirs to incorporate and
reflect modern forecasting capabilities.

Action 5.2.2: Require the Department of Water Resources to immediately create a
flood bypass along the lower San Joaquin River.

Action 5.2.3: Request that the Department of Water Resources encourage greater
infiltration as part of watershed management planning.

Goal 6: Reduce risks to people, property, and state interests in
the Delta by effective emergency preparedness, appropriate
land uses, and strategic levee investments

Strategy 6.1: Significantly improve levels of emergency protection for people, assets, and
resources.

Action 6.1.1: Complete a Delta-wide regional emergency response plan by 2010 that
establishes legally binding regional coordination.

Action 6.1.2: Immediately begin a comprehensive series of emergency management
and preparation actions.

Action 6.1.3: Conduct a comprehensive analysis of the costs and benefits of highway
protection strategies, and adopt a policy based on its findings by 2012.

Action 6.1.4: Complete a comprehensive analysis of the costs and benefits of
infrastructure protection strategies. Adopt a policy based on its findings by 2012.

Strategy 6.2: Discourage inappropriate land uses in the Delta region.

Action 6.2.1: Immediately strengthen land use oversight of the
Cosumnes/Mokelumne floodway and the San Joaquin/South Delta lowlands.

Action 6.2.2: Immediately strengthen land use oversight for Bethel Island, the city of
Isleton, and Brannan-Andrus Island.
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Action 6.2.3: Immediately prepare local plans for these five at-risk locations within
the primary zone: Walnut Grove (including the residential area on Grand Island),
Locke, Clarksburg, Courtland, and Terminous.

Action 6.2.4; Immediately form a landowner consortium to create a new land use
strategy that fosters recreation, increases habitat, reverses subsidence, sequesters
carbon, improves handling of dredged material, and continues appropriate agriculture
on Sherman, Twitchell, and Jersey Islands.

Strategy 6.3: Prepare a comprehensive long-term levee investment strategy that matches the
level of protection provided by Delta levees and the uses of land and water enabled by those
levees.

Action 6.3.1: Require the Department of Water Resources, in cooperation with local
Reclamation Districts and other agencies, to develop a comprehensive plan for Delta
levee investments,

Action 6.3.2: Prioritize the $750 miltion appropriated by Proposition 1E and
Proposition 84 funds for the improvement of Delta levees, including in legacy towns.

Action 6.3.3: Require those preparing the comprehensive levee plan to incorporate
the Delta Levees Classification Table to ensure consistency between levee designs
and the uses of land and water enabled by those levees.

Action 6.3.4: Continue the existing Department of Water Resources levee
subventions program until the comprehensive levee plan is completed.

Action 6.3.5: Vest continuing authority for levee priorities and funding with the
California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council to ensure a cost-effective and
sustainable relationship between levee investments and management of the Delta over
the long term.

Goal 7: Establish a new governance structure with the
authority, responsibility, accountability, science support, and
secure funding to achieve these goals

Strategy 7.1: Establish a new California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council as a policy
making, planning, regulatory, and oversight body. Abolish the existing California Bay-Delta
Authority, transferring needed CALFED programs to the California Delta Ecosystem and
Water Council. Establish a new Delta Conservancy to implement ecosystem restoration
projects, and increase the powers of the existing Delta Protection Commission.

Action 7.1.1: Establish a California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council to replace
the Bay-Delta Authority and take over CALFED programs.

Action 7.1.2: Establish a California Delta Conservancy as early as possible in the
2009 legislative session.
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Action 7.1.3: Strengthen the Delta Protection Commission through legislation.

Action 7.1.4: Require the California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council to create a
Delta Science and Engineering Program and a Delta Science and Engineering Board
by September 1, 2009.

Action 7.1.5: Improve the compliance of diversions water use with all applicable
laws.

Strategy 7.2: Require the California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council to prepare a
California Delta Ecosystem and Water Plan to ensure sustained focus and enforceability
among state, federal, and local entities.

Action 7.2.1: Develop a legally enforceable California Delta Ecosystem and Water
Plan.

Action 7.2.2: Institutionalize adaptive management through updates to the California
Delta Ecosystem and Water Plan every five years.

Action 7.2.3: Charge the Delta Science and Engineering Board, with support of the
Delta Science and Engineering Program, to develop a science-based adaptive
management program to provide for continued learning of, and adaptation to, actions
implemented by state, federal, and Jocal agencies in the Delta.

Strategy 7.3: Finance the activities called for in the California Delta Ecosystem and Water
Plan from multiple sources,

Action 7.3.1: Enact a series of principles regarding design of financing into
legislation authorizing the California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council.

Action 7.3.2: Establish a base of revenues outside the state General Fund for the
work of the California Delta Ecosystem and Water Council, the Delta Conservancy,
the Delta Protection Commission, and related core activities of the Department of
Fish and Game, the Department of Water Resources, and the State Water Resources
Contro! Board.

Action 7.3.3: Find new revenue sources beyond the traditional bond funds or public
allocations.

Strategy 7.4: Optimize use of the CALFED Record of Decision and Coastal Zone
Management Act to maximize participation of federal agencies in implementation of the
California Delta Ecosystem and Water Plan,
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Action 7.4.1: Use existing authority under the CALFED Record of Decision to
maximize participation of federal agencies in implementation of the Delta Vision
Strategic Plan until the California Delta Ecosystem and Water Plan is completed.

Action 7.4.2: Prepare the California Delta Ecosystem and Water Plan according to
guidelines of the Coastal Zone Management Act, in order to achieve ongoing federal
consistency.
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Near-Term Actions
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Obtain needed information on water diversion and use.

Initiate collection of improved socio-economic, ecosystem, and physical structure data
about the Delta to inform policy processes and project level decision making by all
public agencies, local, state, and federal.

Accelerate completion of in-stream flow analyses for the Delta watershed by the
Department of Fish and Game.

Conduct a Middle River Corridor Two Barrier pilot project.

Complete construction of an alternative intake for the Contra Costa Water District.
Evaluate the effectiveness of a Three Mile Slough Barrier project.

Construct a demonstration fish protection screen at Clifton Court Forebay.
Advance near-term ecosystem restoration opportunities.

Stockpile rock and other emergency response materials.

Assess and improve state capacity to respond to catastrophic events in the Delta.




